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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB FEBRUARY SELECTION 


Van Doren, Carl. The Great Rehearsal, the Story 
the Making and Ratifying the Constitution the 
United States. Viking. Jan. 19, 1948. xxvii, 336p. 

The year 1948, with war won and the victorious nations 
and liberated areas fear war and chaos and the 
United Nations organization under cloud distrust and 
fear failure, has forced Carl Van Doren, editor, litera- 
and biographer write the year 1787 our 
critical era disunion, inadequate central government, in- 
fation, rising prices, and threatened disorders the states 
with frontier. The analogy may pushed too far for 
the history men and nations never repeats 
cult were the obstacles the way the formation and 
acceptance Federal Constitution and strong Central 
Government along two thousand miles the tidewater 
area, they were not unsurmountable. The colonies had 
acted, more less, together throughout four wars, without 
counting Indian troubles, and several conventions and 
federations. The people differed with the varied sec- 
tional economies but the whole the dominant class 
was Anglo-Saxon, least British, Protestant three 
chief sects, English-speaking, and accustomed the Eng- 
lish system law and wide range representative and 
fairly liberal government. Today, world federation 
peace-loving and so-called democratic nations will prove 
harder construct and unhappily may require more time 
than one generation. Yet much progress has been made 
since Woodrow Wilson disburdened himself his treaty 
and covenant upon unwilling Senate. 


Quite correct the author’s dictum that “the most mo- 
mentous chapter American history the story the 
making and ratifying the 


And 


chapter colleges and high schools have strangely neglected 
even they have failed stress the federal and state 
constitutions—in which every right, liberty, freedom, duty, 
and responsibility are found. Mr. Van Doren has 
written interesting, instructive, readable account the 
Constitutional Convention, its personnel, its labors, its 
acrimonies, its conflicting and its completed 
document. The difficulties are set forth, the likelihood 
failure, the disappointment individual framers, even 
though only three actually refused sign the document, 
the fear centralization and loss state sovereignty, the 
appeasing compromises, and the failure include bill 
rights. There nothing particularly new whether in- 
terpretation, anecdotes, biographical touch, yet the whole 
account worthy presentation for popular and school 
reading. 


Fully important are the last chapters dealing with 
ratification the states. Again, the author stresses the 
difficulties, the fears, the bigotries, the sectionalism 
expressed the war pamphlets, newspaper articles, 
the agitation Federalists and anti-Federalists, and finally 
the struggles the state conventions. Much steam was 
let off before the Constitution was ratified eleven states 
—and slim the critical states. Well was 
for the Constitution that the Convention maintained its 
secrecy with few leaks and that the Constitution was 
referred state conventions elected about three five 
per cent the population rather than directly that 
small minority voters the diverse states. 


student and assistant the late Max Farrand, the 
authority the Federal Convention, this reviewer 
bit upset the popularization, imaginative drama, 
occasional romantic touch the case Franklin, 


| 
“a 


plausible inference, and even instructive aside. Perhaps 
well humanize the document and its framers for 
few friends the Constitution would all out with 
Benjamin Rush who saw the hand God this work 
fully much “as that God had divided the Red Sea 
give passage the children Israel, had fulminated 


the Ten from Mount 


Well deserved the author’s acknowledgment “the 
members all the departments the Viking Press for 
such skill, taste and kindness makes writer’s work 
with them delight”. This evidenced the useful 
appendix with the Articles Confederation, the Virginia 
Plan, the Jersey Plan, Resolutions the Convention, the 
Constitution its various stages, seven reproductions 
contemporary prints Philadelphia, and etchings ten 


the chief framers 
Richard Purcell, Ph.D., LL.B., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Ingersoll, Ralph. The Great Ones. Harcourt, Brace 
Feb. 16, 1948. 308p. $3.00. 


Ralph Ingersoll’s introduction the world the novel 
will prove sharp disappointment his many admirers. 
The powerful reporting that distinguished Top Secret and 
The Battle the acquires crippling self-con- 
sciousness when applied fiction and the fresh simplicity 
recorded fact turns sour when the reporter leavens 
with unnatural sophistication. 


The ones” the story are Letitia Long and Sturges 
Strong, unhappy alliteration that calls mind the old 
titles out the World War era, The Lost Limousine, 
The Scarlet Satchel and Pearl, the Perilous. 
shortened and spelled Letia, extraordi- 
nary young lady who, dint her courage, beauty, 
daring and common sense, rises from the lower 
middle classes Morristown, New Jersey, the mil- 
lionaire ranks New York, Hollywood and 
genius but she has drive and energy enough make 


her more-than-mediocre talents pay off very large divi- 


dends. Her venture couturiere produces business 
that makes Bergdorf-Goodman and Milgrim look like 
Klein’s sporting braided doorman. She paints. 


year all New York buying her work. She writes. Her 
novel becomes best-seller. Hollywood sends for her and 
she outwits the magnates for substantial sums. 


Then Letia meets Sturges, vigorous young sproutec 
from pious Episcopal boyhood, after the latter has 
somewhat matured phenomenal capacity for learn- 
ing, the loss his innocence and his faith Yale and 
successful partnership with Allen Bishop, Yale chum, 
launching the new magazine, Facts. From the fabulous 
income Facts, Sturges also walking the gold-paved 
streets millionairedom when runs into 


aus 


this point, Letia had gotten her start marrying 
Randolph Phelps’ money. Sturges has managed carry 
Facts through its first uncertain years marrying Allen 
Bishop’s brainy fiancée, Mary Van Woort, whose inherit- 
ance bridged the abyss between bankruptcy and wealth 
for Sturges. the cosmic moment when Long meets 
Strong, Letia has already divorced Randolph and Sturges 
living pettily wicked life private while publicly 
abiding his lawful spouse. Letia and Sturges fall 


Van Doren Ingersoll Maynard 


Sturges divorces fighting 
lawyer into making 
and finally marries Letia. 


genuinely love. 
mulcted shady 
settlement upon her 
Unfortunately, they not live happily ever after. 
does not admit his talented wife into the publishing bys, 
ness. When the publication sensational 
naively called Fantasy, causes sudden expansion 
the Facts setup, Sturges calls upon Letia for 

ssistance. Letia, whose opinion Sturges’ ility 
steadily lessened especially after learning the 
lions settled Mary—refuses him the 
forces Sturges wait out the problem alone and 
emerges with more profits than ever, his 
Letia has been radically altered. They live 
but the thrill, their intense need for each other, their 
gone forever. 


together 


The Great Ones never comes close greatness, not 
cause Ralph Ingersoll unfamiliar with the sop 
world which writes but rather his 
failure blend objective reporting with imaginative 
tion. Judith Anderson and John Gielgud had 
act drama with the wings. 


The result character flat and and 
Sturges represent unsubstantial drives rather than 
people. They lack plasticity. They have depth. They 
not even measure the frisky puppets Punch 
and Judy character derives from 
tion Claire Booth, Doris Duke, Barbara Hutton anda 
twentieth century Mona Lisa whose only norm morality 
progress and profit. Sturges very vaguely pictures the 
editors Life, Time, and Fortune, uffering from sopho 
moric father fixation. fact, certain attempts intro 
duce the modern psychiatric touch are truly pitiful (spe 
cifically pp. 139-140 and pp. 166-167) their watery 
intimations Lawrence. And when one reads 
that “this the love story Two Very Important 
the mind somehow compelled substitute 
able” for 


Ralph Ingersoll, talented has proved himself 
other fields, may may not novelist. The 
judgment fair—should rest more than this 
wholly inadequate effort 
Victor Yanitelli, 
Department Romance 
University Scranton 


Languages, 


Maynard, Theodore. Fire Was 
Feb. 14, 1948. 443p. $3.50. 


Rose Hawthorne was the youngest Nathaniel 
thorne’s three children and her life was full and inter 
esting. this her latest biography Theodore Maynard 
has wisely shown her long life three distinct sections, 
the first Rosebud, wilful, lovely cultured 
family; Mrs. Lathrop, author, and wife autho 
and very briefly mother; and finally Mother 
phonsa, founder religious order known “The Serv- 
ants Relief for Incurable Cancer”. 


Nathaniel Hawthorne’s appointment American Consul 
Liverpool took the family England for Rose’s early 
childhood. Her parents were not only famous and 
mirable persons but they had unusually happy domestic 
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life. Their children were educated home, but had 
opportunity absorb the culture around them, being 
artistic gatherings and visiting picture galleries 
and the ancient ruins England and 
her father died when Rose was thirteen her education 
music and art-continued under her impoverished mother’s 
All formal education and European travels 
ended with Sophia Hawthorne’s death when Rose was 
twenty. 

Quite suddenly and against considerable family opposi- 
Rose married George Lathrop, also twenty. The two 
very friendly and George was con- 
promising author. The young couple returned 
America and for over twenty years presented front 
there was professional jealousy brought possibly the 
Hawthorne name. For brief span, especially during the 
life their baby son, they achieved domestic happi- 
Together they entered the Catholic Church their 
arly forties. But George’s increasing alcoholism became 
more violent and Rose, after many brief separations, ob- 
ecclesiastical permission leave him. forty- 
she stood failure writing, music, painting, 
and her marriage. 


Rose’s new Faith and her pity for poor seamstress who 
cancer led momentous step. Taking two 
squalid section New York’s East Side she 
began her lonely care cancerous incurables. Regardless 
race creed, all needy who came her were accepted. 
Gradually she drew other brave women this cause 
mercy. night Rose wrote letters and newspaper 
advertisements requesting funds that their work could 
from day day. When George Lathrop died 
the way was clear for her take the vows the Domini- 
can order. She chose the name Alphonsa. constant 
begging and the most strenuous labor the community was 
able purchase two rest homes. the big one 
Hawthorne, Y., she spent her last twenty-five years, 
long enough establish her work and her order. 


Dr. Maynard has drawn wealth newly discovered 
and diaries and obviously made use all available 
The Hawthornes seem have been prolific 
letter writers the author had lengthy task sifting 
these epistles, written with the usual reserve the period, 
his clues. has quoted particul: arly those which 
Rose’s early compassion interest religion. 
traces her failure artist and her discovery that the 
life give oneself completely. the end Rose 
Hawthorne Lathrop was marvelous success. Even her 
work, Memories Hawthorne, was written during 
third phase her life when she was not trying 
hard achieve literary success. Once she said never 
wanted write about life. wanted live it” 


(p. 


the lengthy account the earlier periods 
Mother Alphonsa’s life necessary explain the very 
third period. Certainly contrast the telling 
the first two enhances the third. The first part the 
book dull spite the many references the literary 
highlights the day. There are frequent repetitions the 
and too many references unimportant dates. 
Scholarly is, with its carefully annotated references, 
the biograp! does not make its subject real. But Rose 


becomes vivid individual the last part, possibly be- 


Paton Wheelwright 


229 


author can use her own accounts her work 
she writes 


cause the 
for source material. 
fire was then lighted heart, where still 
bring consolation the cancerous poor” (p. 110-11). 


And the reader can ask, does Cardinal Spellman his 
introduction this work: “Why will not our unhappy, 
chaotic world learn the spiritual secret this valiant 
woman who sought out the sick and poor serve them 
with heroic selflessness and consuming love God?” 
Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Paton, Alan. Cry, the Beloved Country. Scribner. 


Feb. 1948. 278p. $3.00. 


the story Parson Kumalo’s search for his only son 
through Johannesburg, “the city evil”, Alan Paton has 
woven the threads strong social document the 
race problem exists South Africa. White suprem- 
acy and the exploitation black labor, even the extent 
breaking down the family life which all men have 
inalienable right natural law; slums, poverty and their 
logical consequent, crime, all gather accumulation 
that becomes too heavy for the tale bear. 


Absalom Kumalo, the son question, has left his native 
village Ndotsheni the great His trail 
gradual corruption followed the anxious father until 
ends murder, with the sentence death hanging. 
The man who was murdered happens the son 
James Jarvis, Esquire, wealthy farmer the high regions 
above Ndotsheni. Jarvis, who had never known his son 
intimately, forced the catastrophe read the private 
papers that reveal his son have been the champion 
social justice. (The writing these pretended docu- 
ments shows the author his best.) Parson 
Kumalo’s meeting with James Jarvis finally caps the climax 
that makes the latter aware the world which 
living. From this point forward, Jarvis the 
work begun his son and thus the novel justifies its 


carries 


many places, the author adopts naive style 
were writing with native mentality. This may 
trifle overdone. Cry, the Beloved Country healthy 
book, not very interesting novel, sanely exposing 
real South African problem. 


. 


Wheelwright, Jere The Strong Room. Scribner. 


16th Century England after the death Henry VIII 


the great lords plotted and occupancy the throne was, 
say the least, insecure. Power passed from group 
group and deed was too bloody, detail too insignifi- 
cant secure perpetuate that power. Factions were 
formed and dissolved the moment, intrigues developed 
within intrigues and one’s head was the stake every 
gambit.. This the picture Jere Wheelwright presents 
his novel immediately pre-Elizabethan England. 
Young John Aumarle, Earl Bristol and distantly related 
the ruling Tudors, had been confined the Tower 
London Henry’s orders for eight years 
threat, through his ancestry, the throne. Now with 


230 
Mary 


ment new Tower 


Tudor’s accession the throne and the appoint- 
moved the Strong Room the Tower, the anteroom 
the scaffold. There his brother Roger visits him ar- 
range desperate escape which rendered unnecessary 
Mary’s decision release him. him released 
his more politically minded cousin Courtenay but both 
are confined, orders the Queen’s Council State, 
London though John has other desire than 
return peaceful life his estates. 


John, owing allegiance only Mary Tudor and 
offered alliance and the throne with Elizabeth 
the blind Lord Otterbridge who has been posing his 
friend. and the possessor dangerous 
secret Otterbridg egins arrange for his elimination. 
Courtenay also seeks his life. befriended only 
the powerless Elizabeth, herself state prisoner, and the 
deposed William Cecil. John, however, interested only 
remaining loyal his Queen and knows little how 
protect himself the dangerous game being played 
out around him. falls love with Mistress Ann 
Hunsdon, daughter vassal knight, but the Council 
refuses permission for the marriage. 


Meanwhile the question the Spanish marriage arises 
and Roger Aumarle engages intrigue with Thomas 
Wyatt and Courtenay block that unpopular move and 
place Courtenay the throne Mary’s husband. 
Roger’s brother John course suspected and though 
has nothing with the plot his enemies the Council 
sieze the opportunity enmire him it. receives 
permission return his estates. rebellion 
breaks out and arms few tenants, coming London 
the Queen’s defense but against the orders the 
Council. the collapse the rebellion and through 
his efforts save Roger, John implicated yet more 
deeply and proscribed the Council. escapes, 
rescues and marries Ann but recaptured and sent 
the Strong Room the Tower. This time prison break 
works and rejoins Ann flee France. 


This blood and thunder tale Tudor England purely 
adventure story lacking most the background history 
necessary understanding the period. does 
contain few details London and Tower life but 
mass plot and counterplot, interspersed with 
incidental adventure. What history there has the usual 
Protestant slant and Elizabeth favored Cecil. The 
book singularly free sex but not violence and sud- 
den death. the whole but not 
worth any great recommendation. 


* 


World Communism Today. 
536p. $4.50. 


Ebon, Martin. Whit- 


tlesey. Jan. 26, 1948. 


The author has undertaken ambitious assignment, 
for journalist with wide experience. this book, 
endeavors give condensed picture the Communist 
movement over score countries and regions. The 
pattern fairly uniform each case. There brief 
history the Communist movement each country, 
more detailed study recent developments, and ac- 
count the leading figure figures today and the current 
program. 

Obviously such ambitious undertaking must some- 
what superficial single, moderate-sized volume. Never- 


Ebon Kellino 


theless, the author performed his task creditably 
his space assignment. The book would quite 
for hurried survey world-wide Communism 
bird’s-eye view its working given country. 


question might arise the accuracy such 
extensive survey, compiled single author. 
ently Mr. Ebon has done well. The reviewer 
carefully half-dozen countries where has some 
edge Communist movements, and had other countrix 
checked experts, some whom had recently 
from behind the Iron Curtain. All agree that the 
basically accurate. 

few points criticism may raised. Thus, 
the leading figure various countries, some question 
raised the choice the obvious leader 


Frequently highly publicized figure only second 
command, and occasionally only figurehead. 
Thorez, Togliatti, and Foster are well known, but 


Duclos, Longo, and Dennis have wielded greater 
Again, fairly recent advices from Australia not 
with the report that the Communists are losing ground 


there (p. 407). 


The author’s evident socialist have 
somewhat the political and organizational 
Communism. tends concentrate upon the 
appeal the Communist message, erlooking the other 
aspects which have proved important their 
successes. Again, the political sphere calls for 
alliance between Catholics and Socialists, with the 
cation that Catholics are holding back from such 
ties. Yet many situations, the historic anti-clericalism 
Socialists has caused them reject proffered liaison, 
Furthermore, the reluctance the Church such 
enter upon strictly political ventures quite understand 


able. 


spite the few qualifications offered above, the present 
study may recommended reference work. 
useful for anyone who seeks quick survey 
Communism. 
Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Kellino, Pamela. Del Palma. Dutton. Jan. 23, 
1948. 254p. $2.75. 


Del Palma the kind novel which points the shoot 
ing script “psy al” film, the which, fact, 
already destined become. The author the wife 
the film star James Mason, who painted the striking head 
reproduced the dust jacket. Miss Kellino writes 
tremely well. The tone Del Palma achieved 
mingling Gothic romanticism with view the 
middle class deriving from Evelyn Waugh. The result 
highly literate, but, almost always happens under the 
Gothic touch, the least bit silly. 


The plot concerns the deepening entanglements Silky 
Verity (the very name Waugh-ish) with the spirit 
the late Mrs. Del Palma. Silky cajoles her husband into 
buying the Del Palma home; her growing feeling 
moves her seek Del Palma himself and 
reject her own husband, now she “is” Cigale Del 
Palma. That the novel not study the possession 
Silky’s body Cigale’s soul but rather one madnes 
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though does not eliminate the moral difficulty. 
Del Palma’s attitude—there are detailed scenes de- 
the illicit relationship—toward his liaison with 
one tolerance for immorality, though 
course, different cup tea. (It should 

that Tom Verity—who here resembles the un- 
husband Waugh’s Handful Dust—in 
the most outré episode the book.) One could, 
unwholesome strain, wait see the movie. 

Riley Hughes, 


Georgetown University, 


Washington, 
Knight, Brigid. Valiant Lady. 


22,1948. 338p. $3.00. 
The country dikes and windmills was once the property 
major empire, turbulent property which broke the 
bonds with Spain simultaneously with its adherence 
the new religions the 16th Century. Calvinism and 
and later more esoteric variants spawned 
the Reformation heresiarchs, flourished that 
land known today the symbol industry and 
The split from Spain was long and bloody 
with William Orange, Louis Nassau and later 
Maurice Nassau pitted against Parma, Alva and other 
Spaniards. For almost fifty years the bloody struggle 
lasted before Holland broke free from crippled Spain 
one facet the 16th Century upheaval throughout 
Europ With the Dutch struggle for independence 
the background the authoress has woven tale woman 
fom the Northern Provinces, sturdy farmer stock with 
atinge noble blood from dissolute baronial ancestor. 
The story not the rise the Dutch Republic but 
the life Anna van Breda and the day-to-day effect 
the struggle upon that life. 
the story opens 1568 Anna, born van Braam, was 
the wife van Breda, Dutch farmer the 
Northern Provinces and busily ged the partisan 
warfare against the Spaniards. Their farm, Oostermeer 
was the center life was the center the 
that area. When Anna, alone 
evening, surprised wounded Spanish don and shel- 
him because her conscience would not permit his 
murder, she performed key act which was have 
repercussions throughout her later son, 
questioned her loyalty and made life miserable 
but William Orange himself commended her tolerance 
and her conscience gave her peace throughout her 
Despite her loyalty the Dutch cause, her 
husband and son, her own contributions 
her out for years one who had shelt 
killing despised enemy. 
Anna’s elder son, married Liesbet van Braam, 
cousin and Anna’s ward, just before his death the 
defense Lowenstein the younger son who 
had desired Liesbet, carried her safety England where 
died after giving birth Anne-Marie. Anna also lost 
Gysbert the flood 1570 and for years cared for her 
Delft until Oostermeer could reclaimed 
the sea. Those were the years opprobrium but 
with the help and counsel William Orange Anna 


sea- 


sacrifice 

people 
ered instead 


overcame her difficulties, achieving wisdom, respectability 
and reputation. 


Knight Brooks 231 


England Anne-Marie had been reared with Anthony 
Barradale whom she had lost her heart. Anthony was 
wild and reckless and series smuggling adventures 
succeeded depleting the family fortunes. attempt 
recouping went-to the Gold Coast Africa where 
was captured and tortured the Portuguese. 
Anthony presumed dead Anne-Marie returned Hol- 
land live with Anna Oostermeer. Meanwhile Ryk 
van Breda, Anna’s younger son who had fought with the 
Sea had prospered merchant. finally 
rescued Anthony for Anne-Marie. Anthony’s unrest and 
his own fear insufficiency drove him Polar expedi- 
tion which lost his life while helping his shipmates 
escape from the Arctic. Ryk himself died the Gold 
Coast attempt bring the benefits (?) Dutch 
colonization the Portuguese-exploited natives. 


Through all Anna was the rock refuge and the guid- 
ing light for Ryk and Anne-Marie she continued 
for her grandchildren and for their children. Peacefully 
ensconced Oostermeer she was summoned for every 
family crisis and succeeded solving alleviating them 
all. Her last act, just before peaceful death, was 
back great-grandchild against stupid opposition his 
desire begin the new cultivation tulips. 


What begins slow and somewhat uninteresting story 
gradually attracts the reader, though never really 
pingly, and finally attains fairly respectable status. 
Anna van Breda developed strong and good woman, 
tolerant, wise, kindly, understanding and always willing 
sacrifice her own life ensure the fullness life for 
others. Historical events are presented only they touch 
immediately upon Anna’s life and family; their major 
importance provide the environment stress and 
struggle which Anna lived and through which she won. 
Although Protestant tone the Church not 
save for one two mild stock expressions. The only 
objectionable points are Anna’s hypertolerance and the 
the Reformation but even here restraint 
exercised. general the book seems suitable for adults. 


Brooks, Richard. The Boiling Point. Harper. Jan. 
21, 1948. 312p. $2.75. 
Does the very act living contact with other 


men force conflict into his life whether wills not? 
this question Richard Brooks replies marking out 
the point beyond which becomes impossible for man 
remain indifferent his social environment. This 
the boiling point, the pressure circumstance and the 
heat human friction, beyond which even the most 
peaceful person must inevitably driven violence. 


The question and its answer are both valid themselves. 
the story The Boiling Point, they frame the action 
Roy Nielsen, war-hero returned his home Crowell, 
tourist, farmer tenant town the Southwest. Roy has 
had enough fighting and resolves face life easily— 
friends, enemies, only peace and the leisurely drift 
living the sun. 

With too much coarseness and too vulgarity, 
Richard Brooks presents Roy’s interests including Marge 
Kirby, Junior Leaguer with social conscience who loves 
Roy sincerely illicitly; Gene Ramsey, clean-cut son 
humble tenant farmer and bosom friend Roy; Cor- 
coran, gas station owner for whom Roy works occasion- 


the present 
ork. It Will 
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world 


ally. These are the folk loves and cannot under- tale, complete even the lost slipper and the fairy the 
stand why his love should ruffled when his friends pit mothe who this instance the guise robin, Willian 

ght that becomes Nis despite and point the definite moral which after all the 


Congressman Austin Gerholt and his slick assistants have assured. Perhaps the only criticism which may 
barked their shins the reform planks the opposition’s leveled them that although they are 
candidate, Frank Shelby. bolster their shaky cam- Irish folk tales, they seem lack the spontaneity and lea 
paign, they persuade Roy agree newspaper series flavor the people that nation. Three tales the 
his war experiences—at five hundred dollars per chap- legendary Finn MacCool are included, and seemed Trail 

ter. Roy not see that they are building him this reviewer that the Finn, Walsh tells of, the Green, 
use him. told this Marge and Gene but Finn that invented the game hurling and threw map spotting 
resents their intrusion his neutrality. from Donegal Kerry. needed too much help 


this time Marge and Gene are all out for reform, for his legendary ventures 


social justice and the saving the tenant farmer from But this criticism purely from adult view. the 
life economic slavery. Roy stays aloof from them and children the critics. also the adult can accept, 
their noble purposes until loses him his girl and his one savant put it, the “initial incongruity” let him enjoy 


friend, until sees the hired political bully smash Gene them also. 
for speaking his mind, until himself hits Gene when Thomas McTighe, 
Gene’s arguments with him are unanswerable. Department English, 
Roy now boils over into action, quits the politicos after University Scranton the 
returning their money and takes the crusade for live 
reformer Shelby. Marge’s money and meagre party med 


funds they set about getting the tenant farme vote Voto, Bernard. Across the Wide 
giving them the necessary poll The machine retaliates Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 27, 1947. xxvii, 483p., well 
evicting the tenants. The reformers, turn, pitch plus unpaginated 96p. illustrations, color. prepare 
refugee camp for them. The reformers lose the election $10.00. and mit 
and the book closes the conquering vandals begin book wort! every library and every mature 
destroy the camp and Roy taking lusty satisfaction American. Years college instructor under 


out loading his guns and firing them. demonstrated that even freshman can made 
itself the plot would make fairly good story the interesting; with the material early America that has are 
hands competent craftsman—the author will soon occupied him recent years has achieved fascina 
just that. But not yet. His tenants are composite tion style and content that would seem 
Erskine Galdwell’s Lester family and Steinbeck’s in- even himself for repetition. Yet Across the Wide 
comparable the saga the Joads. Claude Turner, surpasses the best his previous work, and few 
are NC 


the strong arm man for Gerholt’s crowd, all too ob- superlatives could stronger than Voto his best. 
viously Nazi obvious The opens 1832 the fur country the the “be 


ing AAF uniform. The theme, too, reads like story the six-year climax the 
patched-up version the slightly tattered strike stories tation that trade the several oups competing 
prevalent the Thirties. The early monopoly enjoved the Hudson Bay 
What vitiates the book utterly the redolent filth that pany after had absorbed the Northwest Company was Not 
permeates all its characters and almost every one its challenged the trust that grew out John 
pages. This quite the tradition the author’s The Astor’s American Fur Company. others were “the 
Brick Foxhole. Neither book may recommended opposition,” chiefly the Rocky Mountain Fur Company 
any class reader, not even those professionally in- numb small concerns, and private operators. The 
terested literature. They are just not worth the time. among these groups eventually brought such 
University Scranton much new territory, explored the country, establishe 
settlements, helped extend our national boundaries, 
and wrote many colorful pages into our frontier history. 
Murphy, Gerard. Tales from Ireland. Desmond Year year Voto’s chapters offer those pages, about 
and Stapleton. Dec. 26, 1947. 192p. $2.50. 1838, when the decline the beaver trapper had already night 


begun. The author tells plainly that the book not years 
history, though even the scholar will admire its pains 
taking respect for accurate detail. Instead the book; 
treat the fur trade “as way life,” and reading pendix 
the next best thing joining caravan and living that and 


might well the beginning clarify particular 
point regard the collection stories. They are old 
folk tales originally the Irish retold Gerard Murphy 
for the benefit children. such they can con- 
sidered the Gaelic version fairy tales. And 


amazing how these tales parallel those other life. 
nations. Perhaps there something significant the meet all the great personalities those heroic days: 
fact that stories which interest the child’s mind and arouse from the Catholic physician, John McLoughlin, known 


him wonder and delight have definite universal ap- “The White Eagle,” who reformed the Hudson 

peal. For instance there the story “Coat Rushes Company and developed good will toward the United 

and the Prince” which almost identical the Cinderella States, the missionaries who followed closely behind 


EST 


fairy 
robin, 
the 
may 
the 
tales of the 
seemed 
not the 
man 


Let the 
accept, 
him enjoy 
cTighe, 

English, 


Scranton 


vii, 
color, 


very mature 

Voto 
made 
that has 


Wide Mis 


and few 
his best. 


ntry the 
the 
Bay 
mpany was 
were “the 
Company 
ators. The 
‘ought such 
its 
opened 
established 
history. 


ages, 
already 
book not 
its pains 
eading 
living that 


eroic days: 
lin, known 
udson Bay 
United 
ely behind 


15, 1948 


the explorers. Central the whole account Captain 
William Drummond Stewart, whose six-year career 
the mountains followed its culmination the St. 
Louis Cathedral, where was baptized November 
1837 the Bishop the city with Bishop Bruté 
Vincennes his godfather. 

learned good deal geography the early West: 
the overland route that became the Oregon 
the water routes along the Missouri, Platte, 
Green, Snake, and Yellowstone rivers; visiting the for 
such famous landmarks Chimney Rock and 
ence Rock. Voto solicitous, too, about 
localities reference the geography 
Best all, live the life the frontiersman 
sylist can provide. The dude stories Western fiction 
will never satisfy after know the breathless excite- 
ment real buffalo hunt, observe the genuine tactics 
trapping for beaver, learn the tricks haggling with 
feel the desperate thrill Indian fight, witness 
the sacrifice Indian maiden the Skidi Pawnees, 
through the devastation smallpox epidemic with 
medical aid within thousand miles, relax with the 
around Much the book could 
well have served handbook the pioneer; how 
hides; how tailor moccasins, leggings, shirts, 
mittens; how lasso wild horses; how prepare 
and pemmican; how fast flintlock can loaded 
under attack arrows. Next his superb accounts 
the buffalo hunt, Voto’s most graphic reports prob- 
ably are those about the annual rendezvous, which was 
encampment post for supply, trade, and 
aturnalia. The occasion was primarily for trading 
furs, but brought also games, field sports, drinking, 
and prostitution. Some aspects the picture 
not attractive, but least can said that Voto 
never loses his notices the vices, reports 
the “berdashes” (homosexuals) among the tribes, but 
the extent that they were represented the 
actual life the area. 

Not least the merits the book its superb illustra- 
When Captain Stewart made his first trip the 
Far West took with him Alfred Jacob Miller, young 
atist from New Orleans. During the journey Miller 
prepared almost two hundred on-the-spot sketches, some 
which were later developed into large canvases. They 
the first pictorial report the country and some 
instances are the only surviving record their subjects. 
Through collaboration with Mrs. Mae Reed Porter, who 
been largely responsible for rescuing these highly 
valuable and genuinely good pieces from obscurity, 
Voto includes Miller’s pictures with explanatory notes 
them. Very justly says, 
might issue Life sealed hundred and ten 
years ago and now distributed for the first time.” (p. 
text pictures alone would make notable 
together they are rare volume indeed. ap- 
“The First Illustrators the West,” careful 
and fairly expensive notes, bibliography, and excel- 
ent map are also provided. The whole enterprise merits 
all mature enough follow the 

istory involved. 


— 


George Grauel, 
John University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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Forbes, Kathryn. Transfer Point. Harcourt, Brace. 
Oct. 27, 1947. 195p. $2.75. 


This story the change from childhood adolescence 
dimly perceived adulthood the life wistfully 
appealing girl San Francisco just after the first World 
War. The story begins streetcar transfer point where 
gaminish child tries cadge free ride and ends the 
same point where maturer girl leaves childhood behind 
she pays voluntarily the symbolic nickel carfare. Allie 
materialistic mother who keeps boardinghouse, occa- 
sionally visit idealistic father whose pre- 
occupation with unionism had led the parental breakup. 
Allie tries loyal both but unhappily conscious 
her inability please both—always there the childish 
blunder misstep that mars harmonious relations. And 

Allie haunted not too vague sense insecurity 
which leads internal conflict and continual effort 
find solutior 


Allie herself sensitive child, influenced the social 
groups with whom she comes contact; imaginative 
above the ordinary, precocious but naive, with eidetic 
memory but not overly bright, mature but childish—in 
sense she product contradictions always haunted 
the insecurity which underlays her life. She receives 
but little care and attention from her mother who 
busied with the boarders and with her sparetime employ- 
ment clothing store. The Bartons are always pinching 
pennies yet occasionally extravagant their spending. 
Then too the sickly father who dies during the course 
the story can procure none the material comforts Mrs. 
Barton craves. Many the events Allie’s life are 
unintelligible her and the author’s contribution here 
the child’s-eye-view adult behavior which not quite 
understandable. Divorce, death, murder euthanasia- 
murder, chicane and host other experiences come 
Allie and the net result gradually burgeoning maturity 
which intensified after her father’s death visit 
the ghost town where his parents once were rich and 
influential. 


Marital separation, Allie’s deceit casting unjust sus- 
picion sexual intentions upon one the boarders, and 
what may either murder case euthanasia are 
somewhat objectionable features but are handled with 
reserve and restraint though without the assumption 
any clearcut position author characters. 


Helmericks, Constance and Harmon. Live 
the Arctic. Little, Brown. Oct. 1947, $4.00. 


This the interesting story how young couple voyaged 
Northern Alaska and managed live there through 
the long, cold winter. How they built home spruce 
logs, how they secured most their food hunting and 
fishing, how they satisfied all the simple 
life and lived happily and hardily tale ingenuity 
and courage that will fascinate many readers. Three dia- 
grams illustrating the construction their log cabin, im- 
provised stove, etc., and thiry-three photographs enhance 
the narrative. the whole, the story very enter- 
taining that easy overlook the loose statements 
and inaccuracies, such “The railroad tracks were yellow 
with dandelions which following the white man’s 


necessities 


> 


234 


plow” (p. 12). These are native dandelions and not the 
common plow-following weed species. Matanuska Valley 
encountered before Anchorage the railroad journey 
north. page the skunk cabbage placed the 
lily family! page 196 Sir Hubert Wilkins introduced 
“pupil” Stephansson who credited with having 
proved that “meat does supply vitamin C”. The Eskimos 
have “proved” this for centuries and centuries, have 
numbers Europeans the 18th and 19th century and 
what Nansen? “Liver the least prized 
among the Eskimos” (p. 195). This certainly not the 
case with Eskimos Hudson Bay Region. their 
principal and indispensible source vitamins and pre- 
ferred far seal liver goes. Polar bear liver, however, 
taboo. There are non sequiturs, such 
ceeded making pretty good hunter eventually, 
love nature means anything” (p. 60) and strained 
figures speech such as, spruce trees “like rows im- 
paled human beings with arms akimbo” (p. 33). 
fish jumped break silver circles the solitude” (p. 52) 
and “flaunting, sheer drop-offs” (p. And why call 
Alaskans (p. 29). 


Most misleading all “That Alaskans know they have 
good thing themselves these spaces shown their 
hostility toward even the thought legislation open 
Alaska groups Outsiders” (p. 66). The authors 
think this land could inhabited. Certainly not the 
way they imply—not farmers. Alaska can made 
more productive only after careful research qualified 
experts, such as, the agents Fish and Wild Life Service, 
the Department Agriculture, but not writers 
popular science. regretted that really fine 
tale has been marred such extraneous, unrelated matter. 


Hugh 

Arctic Institute, 

Catholic University America, 
Washington, 
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